i . 3 
„ Preach d before the 
| At e wad Kent, on o 
| 4 5 4 hs 5 5 | "YN _ | 
=. REL BAL DW1) 
: | 5 5 4 
. | | 
£ . 75 
— | | Printed by J. Leate, for Walter Kenilly at the Bi- 
5 Head | in St. Paul's Church- Tard, #501, 
s | | Þ SH ; 


1 «4 5 0 
N * of \ 
, ̃ —  — LE 


fe 


ata 4 


A, 


* * f 
BWW. 2p ns nee þogere-omrmges 
8 ; 5 "4 1 ; 


* * 
, . W HAS 
. 
T 0 


SAMUEL ATKINSON 155 8 


Maſter of the Honourable 
Fraternity of IH 71 yy ” 


Houſe: 
Fo the Waren 
ants, and all the Worthy 


longing. 


GENTLEMEN, . 
Hen I was frft de- 


my Thoughts of making it 
more Publick, . as it is now 


from 7 Inclinations that it 


A . - on 


Aﬀfit-. 


Brethren thereunto Be- 


fired to Preach this © 
| Sermon, It was as far from 


| 


55105 be fo; bar 7 am — 
and therefore muſt be Ole“ 


dient. I fall only ſay of it, 
what Cicero 147% to his Son 


Marcus, of his Book de Of- 
ficiis, That 1t is a very good 


Preſent, if made ſuch uſe of, 


and Practiſed as the Nature 


and Importance 0 Us Argu- 
ment doth require. Which 
that it may be, ſhall be the 
daily Defire, and hearty 

| OY of, Gentlemen, at 


To our Obiged at 


 Obediem 9 65 want, 


William Baldwin. 


ECCLESIASTES iii. 12. 
For I Lnom that there is no good in 


and to do good in bis Life. 


them, but for a Man to Kejoyce, 


Wiſdom and Experience are ſo much talk'd 


: of and Celebrated in the Holy Scriptures. 
He was a Man who had ſearch'd into all the Veins 


of the Creation, to try if he could hit upon that 
thing in this World wherein the Happineſs of Man 
conſiſted, He was a Prince of a great People, a 
Maſter of a great Family, the Owner and Poſſefſor 


of a great Treaſure ; and under theſe Circumſtances, 
you cannot but think, that he had the faireſt Op- 


portunities, the moſt proper Advantages that Man 


could have of compaſſing his Deſign ; and yet after 


all, we read Chap. 2d of this Book, ver. 11. That 
when he came to look upon all the works that he had 
wrought, and on the labour that he had labour d to do, 
behold all was V anity, and vexation of Spirit, and there 
was no profit under the dun. 
From the fickleneſs and perplexednefs he met 
with in all Humane Events, he draws this. Inference 


or Concluſion in the words I have now read, I know 
that there is mo good in them, but for a Man to rejoyce, 
and to do good in his Life. Were it not for theſe ow 


—HESE are the Words of the Royal : 
| Preacher, the Mighty Solomon, whoſe 


e 
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| good Uſes every Wiſe Man can make of them, 2 
is no good in them; or if you pleaſe, and Interpre- 
ters do allow it, we may turn the things into Per- 
ſons, There is no good in them; i. e. | am ſatisfied 
that nothing tends more to the good of Men, or that 
nothing conduces more to the Happineſs of Men on 
Us ſide Heaven, than that every Man do * in his 
ife, and therefore may rejoyce. 
In the words Solomon propoſes Two es to our 


Practice, if we intend to live happily and comſort- 
ws in this World. 


> 
"44 " 
* 
an” « 


Firſt, That we do Good : And, 
Secondly, That we Rejoyce. | 


I muſt invert the order in which the words ſtand 
in the Text, becauſe doing good is the reaſon why 
we rejoyce; and to be ſure there can be no true Joy 
or Comfort in poſſeſſing or uling any Worldly Blef- 
ſings, unleſs we can ſatisfie our {elves that we have 
done good with them. 

I muſt beg Pardon for T reating on ſuch a Subject, 
before ſuch an Aſſembly, who are the Maſters of 
the greateſt Charity in the World, and are every 
Day, every Month the whole Year through, doing 
good; not only the Guardians of, but themſelves 
| Contributers to it, the Faithful and Impartial Diſ- 
penſers of the good things of this Life to whom they 

moſt properly belong, even to a Punctilio, with 
— — intention of heart diſcharging ſo great a Truſt 
ee To to them. I choſe not this Subject I fay, 

I _ ſulpeRted any Man wanted either 
Perſwaſion 


— \ | 


in it ſelf, yielding ſuch Sweetneſs and Complacency - 
in the Practice of it. is ſo agreeable to the Conſent 
and Opinion of all Mankind in general, and ſo well 
e and acceptable with God himſelf, the grand 
rem 


deen pleas d to intru 
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others by their doing good, 0 Glorifie their Father 
which is in Heaven. © . 2 


Doing good, is a Work of that known Excellency 


plar of doing good, that they muſt intirel 
have loſt the Principles of good Nature, of improv'd 


| Reaſon, and Reveal'd Religion, who take care for 
none but themſelves, regard not how it fares with 
others, ſo they may live in Eaſe and Plenty. M 


Doing good, is a Publick Benefit, a great Advan- 


"$3 tage to the World, and to the common State of 


Mankind. It is not only doing a good Office to this 
or that Man in particular, but layeth a general Obli- 


- gation upon all Orders and Degrees of Men among 
us; it is a Duty we owe to our Native Country, to 
our Generations and Poſterities which are yet to 

come; this cements and holds together all Societies, 

is the preſervation of Families, and the honour of 

Doing good, Laſtly, is a Work of ſo large and 

comprehenſive an extent, and the ſeveral Inſtances 
ſo various and infinite, according to Mens various 


Circumſtances and Opportunities, Stations, Capa- 
cities and Relations, whether Publick or Private, 


that High and Low, Nich and Poor, Learned or 
Vnlearned, may 0 thoſe Talents God hath 
| TOP to 


Perfwaſion or Convidtion in this Point, buriniops 
only, by his aſſiſtance in whole preſence we all are, 
by ſeveral Arguments to perſwade and encourage 
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N t the good of others; ſo that for me 


go abour te to 
tell you what it is to 'do' good, and wherein it con- 
ſits, would be an endleſs Task; and when I have 
ſaid all I can, I ſhall come ſhort of the Duty, and 
only ſet bounds to and circumſcribe it. 

This Precept of doing good, is exceeding broad; | 
and I know no end of ir. And as the Pſalm; 


ſpeaks, that he would praiſe God as long as he lived, 


ſ9 : (9? every Man be doing good while he hath his 
Being, there is no end of that while he lives; and 
whoſoever doth not make this his buſineſs thus to do 
according to the frame and conſtitution of his Nature, 


and the dictates of Reaſon and Religion, defeats the 


deſign of his Creator, perverts his Works and Gifts, 
forfeits the uſe and benefit of his Faculties, and is a 
very bad Husband of Nature's Stock. 

To do good is the main end of our being Born, 
and ſent into the World, to hurt no Man, and to do 
good to every Man ; and if we live not to this pur- 
poſe, it had been better for us that we had nevet 


been Born. 


I ſay to reduce the Preacher” 8 Notion to Particu- g 
lars, —— to ſhew in how many reſpects every indi- 


vidual Perſon may do good in his Life, is a Task too 


great to be undertaken ; the inſtances and expreſſions 
of doing good, being as infinite as are the Wat ants 


and Neceſſities of Mankind. 


However, ſuperſeding the moſt common ac- 
ceptation of the Phraſe, of doing good by Charity; 
and giving of Alms, I {hall —— it to doing good | 
to the benefit and advantage of the Publick; a Sub- 
ject no way unſeaſonable at all OR | but more 
r r 
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_ 1ſ, Men may do. good | by being Diligent and : 
Jaduſtrious in their Callings and Employmeants. © +. 
Lay, Men who are in Authority, and enecute any. 
Fublick Offices in a Nation, may do good by being 
careful, honeſt, and conſciencious in the faithful 
- diſcharge of thoſe Offices wherein they are in- 
cruſted. „ 
1 begin with the Firſt, Men may do good by | 
being diligent and induſtrious in their proper Cal- 
lings and particular Employments, thereby rendring 
themſelves very profitable Members of a Common- 
wealth. By a Calling, I underſtand a ſpecial ſetled 
courſe of Life, wherein a Man is to employ his Gifts 
and his time for his own and the common good. He 
that will do the good which he ought, and is in Con- 
ſcience bound to do, muſt of neceſſity live in ſome 
Calling or other; God hath made us ſociable Crea- 
tures, contriv'd us into Policies and Societies. 
As therefore we are not born, ſo neither muſt we 
live to and for our ſelves alone; nay every Man of us 
has a kind of right and intereſt in every Man of us, 
and our Country and Nation wherein we were born, 
have an intereſt in us all. And as in the natural Be 
of a Man conſiſting of many Members, all the Mem- 
bers have not the ſame Office, yet there is no Mem- 
ber in the Body ſo mean or ſmall but hath its proper 
faculty, function and uſe, whereby it becomes uſe- 
ful to the whole Body, and helpful to its fellow 
Members, as the Apoſtle St. Paul hath Elegantly 
expreſs d it, Rom. xii. 4, 5. So ſhould it be in the 
Civil Body of the State, every Man ſhould put to 
his helping hand to advance the common good, em- 
ploy himſelf ſome way or other, in ſuch ſort as he 
FO ES 1 1 
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God, the Noble Palaces for Ki 
numberleſs Accommodations, Ornaments and Beau- 


; may be ſerviceable to che whole Body, and — 


* to his Fellow Members, for which reaſon the 
Ancient Renown'd: Commonwealths were very 


careful to order that no Man ſhould live but in ſome 
Profeſſion, and were uſed to make ſtrict examina- 
tion who did other wiſe, and to puniſh them, ſome 
with Faſting, ſome with Infamy, ſome with Baniſh- 


ment, and ſome with Death. 
By the Tranſgreſſion and Fall of 41 a neceſ- 


ſity of Labour and Pains-taking was laid upon Man- 


kind, being both as a juſt puniſhment for the Of- 


fence,, and as an expedient Remedy for our Wants 


and Neceſſities, without which we cannot ſupport 
our Lives in any Comfort or Convenience. There 
is no good to be done, nor good to be got, Dii La- 


1 boribus Omnia nn, this is the Price ſet upon all 


things. 


By Induſtry I mean a ſerious en of Mind, 
and a vigorous activity of Body joyned together in 
order to the accompliſhing or obtaining ſome conſi- 
derable good either for the Publick, or for 2 
Mans own ſel : 
Induſtry is the Mother of Arts and Scienees: Arts 
and Sciences promote the Honour and Intereſt of any 
Nation or Kingdom; what rare works do they * | 
forth? all the Stately Buildings, Magnificent Fabricks 


and Houſes are erected and contriv'd by the Wit and 
Induſtry of Man, the ſpacious Temples and Chur- 


ches with their poliſh'& Corners are raiſed and! ſer 
apart for the immediate Service and Worſhip of 


Kings and Princes, with 


N hath read up and adorn d, all the 
| "IM Trumphal 


* 
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| Triumphal Arches, MonumentoandPyramide _ 


have been built in honour of Victorious Emperors, 
Generals, and Conſuls, and in memory of their He“ 
roical Actions, Conqueſts, and bold Atchievements 
muſt be aſcribed to the Art and Induſtry of Man. 
To the Care and Labour of Men in their ſeveral Sta. 
tions and Callings we may aſcribe the pleaſant Fields 
cloathed with Corn and Graſs, the fine Gardens 
Planted with various Flowers and Fruits; hat 


need I ſay more, when Tonly put you in -miad = 


the great immenſe Profit, Honour and Advantage this 
Nation hath reaped by their Skill and "Honeſt -Dili- 
gence, who build our Ships both of Defenee, ang 
Trade; either thoſe bee n the sleilful Mariner 
Plows the Sea, and brings home Spices, Wines, Sils, 

Gold and Silver from foreign Regions, or thoſe 
mighty Bulwarks of Defence, thoſe Wooden Walls 
Wherein our brave Generals and bold Commanders, 
Men of Courage and Skill, keep us in the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of what the other Sbips have imported to us; 
to whoſe Skill and Care, to whoſe Valour and Con- 
duct, under Divine Providence; we owe the Hondur 
and Wealth, the Grandure and: Profperity of our 
Country. And as that is owing to the Induſtry of a - 

People following ſuch profitable Occupations, fo 
doth it no leſs proceed from the Induſtry and Care 
of Governours and Superintendaats ſetling and main- 
taining: good Order, and encouraging thoſe” under 
them, taking care of che Honeft, Sober, Induſtrious 
Mariners; who are by Misfortunes brought Low and 
Poor in the World: And indeed, to our Praiſe be it 
ſpoken, what greater Encouragement, what more 
; rs ID can be . * hen A Holte 
Houſe 
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Houſe is an en . into an Hoſp ital for 
moſt conveniently fitted up 2 them, and endow'd; 
when by this Honourable Fraternity ſeveral well built 
Houſes in ſeveral Places have been erected for their 
comfortable Retreat after a world of Storms and 
Tempeſts, when they have receiv'd Wounds in de- 
fence of their Country, Wounds which have render'd 
them incapable of Serving their Country any loager, 
when they have loſt their Blood and their Limbs ; or 
= laſtly, when Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity, or 
Old 3 hath rendred them uſeleſs in their Genera- 
5 tions, or by croſs Providences are reduc'd to Poverty 
=_ | and great Straits, with what wonderful Care are 
El. they provided for ; and not only the Men, but their 
| I poor Solitary Widows alſo are not neglected, for 
8 they become Heireſſes to that Charity in which their 
1 | Husbands lived and died: And to make this Bleſſed 
Work Compleat, there is a Proviſion made for Soul 
| as well as for Body, for their future as well as for 
1 their preſent Subſiſtence, they are r Spiritual 
= as well as Temporal Food. 
= What Good hath not Man's Care and Induftry 
= done in the World? what Glorious Things even in 
br thisour land? than which the World can produce 
Wo none better, From all I have ſaid, I think it may 
plainly appear, that Men by being Care ful and In- 
duftrious ia their particular Callings and Vocations, 
BEE may do. much good to themſelves, and the Publick. 
What I have more to (ay as to this: Head, is, that 
an Nature is a Copy of Induſtry; being in continual 
motion, we may obſerve that every Creature about 
us is conſtantly working toward the end for which 
it Was | OE. Thoſe N * are void 5 
1 Senſe 
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Saſs: and Life, do ſuggeſt to us Examples of La- 
bour and Induſtry, being in continual conſtant mo- 


tion towards doing thoſe things which conduce to 
the preſervation of themſelves, or to the l 
of the Common Good. _ 

Look to the Heavens above, bot regular con- 
ſtant Motions in their particular Orbs declare the 


glory of God, and the Firmaments ſhew his handy 


work; the Moon i appointed for certain Seaſons, and 
the Sun knoweth his going down ; that great Light 
which is to rule the Day, goeth forth f rom the ut- 
termoſt part of Heaven, and runneth about to the 
end of it again. The other, which is to Rule the 
Night, obſerves her conſtant periods, her Increaſe, 


and Decreaſe, and both according to the firſt Eternal 
Law which God imprinted on them, communicate | 


and diſpenſe their influences. 


Caſt your Eyes down to. the Earth beneath, 5 


ſhall find that there all things conſpire naturally to 
this end and purpoſe ; every thing here goes on in a 
perpetual conſtant motion to thoſe Ends for which 


it was Created, in a. continual exerciſe of thoſe 
Powers and dee with which it was endued. 1 


need not run to Philoſophy for the Obſervation, the 


Pſalmiſt hath already made it for us, the Earth is 


in a perpetual Labour, conſtantly bringing forth 
Fruits of increaſe, yielding Nouriſhment to every 


thing that expects it from her; the Trees are full of 


Sap, which like the Blood in our Bodies, Circulates 
and gives Life to every particular Branch, to every 
Herb of the Field; every Plant works tho inſenſivly, 


and is ſtill growing, a anſwering the end which its 
Maker firſt intended. There is no Animal in the 


hh | | ; World 
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World but imploies thoſe Powers and Faculties it hath 
received to ſuch an improvement, that Philoſophers 
have rais'd a queſtion Whether thoſe irrational Crea- 
tures act by Inſtintt or Reaſon, by Nature or Judge- 
ment. And to advance this Argument further, let 
us only ſuppoſe, ſhould the Cœleſtial Bodies forget 
their wonted Motions, ſhould the Sun ſtand ſtill, 
or the Moon withdraw her influence, ſhould Nature 
intermit her courſe, and the Elements loſe their in- 
herent qualities; ſhould the Earth be defeated of the 
Heavenly Influences, and ſo nor yield her increaſe, 
what would become of Man, whom all theſe things - 
were, made for? What would ſignifie the Dominion 
that was given him over the Beaſts of the Field, or 
the Fowls of the Air, ſhould not every thing move 
and act according to its Rule of Motion and Action 
within its own Sphere; and that all things do ſo, is 
evident, becauſe all things continue in their Places 
and Stations as from the beginning. Now if every 
thing underneath the Sun, as it appears, pays an 
Univerſal, Conſtant Obedience to the Laws of Na- 
ture, by an active, reſtleſs Induſtry doing that which 
11 is its proper work towards the ſupporting of this 
—_ —  Earthly Fabrick, why ſhould Man, who, as Fob ſays, 
| was born to Labour, as the Sparks flye upward, nay 
| was 'Condemn'd zo get his Bread by the ſweat of his 
| _ _ brows, claim a privilege of being Idle, which his 
FE as Maker never allow'd him? What more unbeſeeming 
1 him, the glory of the. Creation, than to live, and 
fhew-ſo little ſigu or token of Life? What more un- 
| worthy him, than to have Feet and not to go? than 
i $1 to have Hands and not to ufe them? what laſtly, 
can be more unreaſonable, what more infamous 1 
| 125 { 1, tnat 
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that. Man, who of all Creatures hath the greateſt 
| reaſon to deteſt the Name of a Slothful Servant, 

ſhould by Idleneſs debaſe himſelf beneath the loweſt 
rank of the Creation, who in their ſeveral kinds are 
always doing what their Creator made them for. 
Thus I have drawn an Argument from that conſtant 
uniform activity which every Natural Agent ob- 
ſerves in its particular Station, to mays: Men to 
Induſtry, and Diligence. 

If, Laſtly, we conſult Hiſtory, we ſhall find; 
that the belt Men have all along been the moſt In- 
 duftrious in their reſpective Places and Offices; the 

Worthy Patriarchs, ihe Holy Prophets, the Bleſſed 


Apoſtles have been very Exemplary and Eminent in 


their doings for the Service of God, and the benefit 
of Mankind; nay the Angels are ever on the wing, 


mands ; they are called Miniſtring Spirits, the dili- 
gent Guardians and Aſſiſtants of Good Men in the 
World. Nay the great God of Heaven and Earth 
himſelf never ſlumbreth nor ſleepeth, doth never 
reſt from his Works of Providence, but hath conti- 
nually a ſingular regard to every individual Creature, 
and every moment by his preſervative influence 
ſtretcheth forth his . to uphold: the Univerſe, 
to ſupply. the needs; and ſatisſie the deſires of al 
without which the whole muſt fi ak and een 00 
its priſtine nothing. 
What can 1 ay more to A Mehs to Dili: 
gence and Induſtry; you have heard of Hat infinite 
advantage it is to a Nation or à f cople, to all Pub-. 
lick Societies and Corporations, to all Countries, 
Nations and — L mitzht further urge to 
ES : 138 
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. you the Inconveniencics and Miſchiefs that e a 
People who ate Idle and Slothful; and ſhew you 

bow Beggarly, how Contemptible, how Ignorant, 

bo Vicious, and how Miſerable they are, as a Dif. 

ſwaſive from being Lazy, Supine and Slothful in 
Buſineſs. I might like wiſe ſer before you the Wealth 
and Grandure, "the Greatneſs, Honour and Proſpe- ? 
rity, nay - the Wiſdom and Ingenuicy of an Indu- "0 
ſtrious People, as an Incouragement to 'perſwade 
Mea to Diligence and Induſtry, whereby they may 
become Maſters of every thing that is good, or great | 

ia the World, but without it nothing is to be had, 

no good is to be done. It is the Serious Steady 

Laborious Man that doth good in the World; he 
is the beſt Man, the beſt Friend, the beſt Neigh- 
bour, the beſt Subject to his King, the beſt Up- 

bolder of his Country, and brings moſt Glory to 

Our Annals ſwell with the. good Actions, the 

brave Atchievements and noble Exploits done not 
many Tears ſince, by Sober, Vigilant and Induſtri- 
ous Mariners, in the defence of their King, their 
Country, and their Religion, their Names are upon 
Record, their Examples are held forth' ro you in 

| Hiſtory, as effectual incitements to Vertue and Cou- 
ons © to eb good, aud working Wonders in the 
World. 

In a word, God Aer uſually meets wh 
Men, and diſpences his Bleſſings upon them who 
labour truly to get their own — and to do their 

Duty in that ſtate of Life unto which it hath pleaſed 
Gol to call them. We read in St. Luke ii. That the An- 
1 appear'd fo the S bepherds 4s they were keeping watch 


over 
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| over their Flocks by Night, with the glad Tidings As 


Saviour Born. Our Saviour call'd the two Sons of 


Zebedee to be his Diſciples, as they were mending 
their Nets. In the 6th of Judges, ver. 11. we find © 
that Gideon was call d to be a Captain in Iſrael, while 
he had the Flail in his. hand, as the Roman was taken 
when he was holding the Plough, to be a Di- 
Qtator, a great Commander both in War and 
PRgets:. r. ·ͤ ͤ ˙¹.·. bigs Ra ITY 
I have now finiſh'd the 1..way wherein Men 


3 bo 
. 
FP d * 
= 1 7 
1 
e 3 * „ oy 
* - 
= 
4 


may do good, i. e. by being Diligent and Induſtri- 


ous in their private Callings and Employments. 
I come 2dly, To ſhew-that Men in Publick Au- 
thority may do good, by being Careful, Diligent 
and Conſciencious in the faithful diſcharge of thoſe 
Truſts and Offices unto which they are called. 

That Man who has a heart to act according to 
his Duty, is a Publick Bleſſing, a Man of great Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, aiming at nothing more than 
the Glory of God, and the Publick Good; being al- 
ways diſpoſed in all his Dealings to have a prin- 
cipal regard to the Rules of his Duty, and the Di- 
Qates of his Conſcience, without being ſway'd by 
any Appetite or Paſſion, by any Siniſter reſpe& to 
his own private Intereſt, to the Commiſſion of 
any unworthy or baſe Action, but acteth from 

good Principles, and aims at good Ends, without 

partiality, or diſtinguiſhing between Publick or 
Private; can ſatisfie himſelf in his own Conſcience, 
and juſtifie to all the World that his Deſigus are 
truly good, and that whatever he Goth, he dath af 
to the glory of God, and to the benefit of thoſe over 
. 0 C E whom 
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Whom be *prefides. This is a reaſon why our 
Heavenly Father in his Diſpenſations intruſts ſome 


with greater outward Advantages than others, 
that they may have fairer opportunities of doing 
good. They are ſet up in the World as burning 


Lights, and viſible Examples to others, to recom- 


mend goodneſs to the Minds and Conſciences of 


Men by their own Practice and Converſation. 


Moſt Men pretend to be highly concern'd for the 
Honour and Proſperity of their Country; and which 
way can they better convince us of the truth of 
What they ſay? how can they better ſatisſie us that 
they are ſo, than by their own Actions to promote 
Goodneſs and Vertue, which the Wiſe Man tells us, 
exalteth a Nation. £5 SW COU kee 


When Mea in Authority draw others by their Ex- 1 


amples to Piety in the firſt place, and then to Dili- 


gence and lnduſtry; when they favour and incou- 


rage Virtue, diſcourage and chaſtize Vice ; when 
they take care that Juſtice be duly Adminiſtred, 
that Innocence be protected, and Labour rewarded ; 


when by all means they ſtrive to promote both the 
Service of God, and the Good and Happineſs of 


Nen, diſpenſing equally and benignly to the People 


over whom they are ſet, providing that Men under 
them may lead quiet and peaceable Lives, then 


may they approve themſelves to be Men doing 
good: This is the Law-of Charity, this is the Law 
of Chriſtianity, which doth earneſtly oblige us to 


further our Neighbour 's good ; then Men in Power 
do indeed approve themſelves God's true and faith- 
ful Agents and Miniſters when their on Actions 
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are good and profitable unto Men; this way they 8 
bring Piety and Godlineſs into faſhion, and requeſt; 


Publick Men are ſeldom alone, they carry a crowd 
of People with them, and the cuſtom of doing good, 
will no leſs than other Modes and Faſhions, be ſbon 


conveyd and propagated among their Followers. 


The main Body of Men goeth not, Qua eundum, 
| ſed qua iti, not according to Rules and Reaſons, 


but after Examples and Authorities, eſpecially of 
thoſe who ſit in high conſpicuous Places; ſach is 
apparently the neceſlity of their doing good, ſuch 


Mens imploying their Power and Intereſt, as much 


as is poſſible, for the maintaining the Honour and 


Worſhip of God, and for the defence and encou- 


ragement of Vertue, may very properly be call'd 


doing good, and contributing to the good and hap- 
pineſs of the Publick, wherein every Man's ſafety 
and livelihood is in a manner bound up. Every 


honeſt and laborious Man is a Bleſſing to the Pub- 
lick, for by him, and ſuch as he is, Cities, King- 

doms, and Societies are Supported and Eftabliſh'd ; 
the whole Body Politick owes its preſervation to the 


vertuous Care and honeſt Endeavours of ſuch Men, 
and therefore they are oblig'd to be vigilant, for 
the Safety and Preſervation of the Publick doth 
depend more upon their Actions, than upon the 


Endeavours of a thouſand private Men. They 


who are in ſuch Stations, muſt be, according to 


Jethro's Counſel, Exod. xviii. 21. able Men, ſuch 


as fear God, Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs ; 

that being therewith qualified, they may with 

greater eaſe and — ſerve God, and do good 5 : 
| py Fs * * | or 
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for it is manifeſt that without ſuch qualifications, 
they will be uncapable of doing God or Man any 
eonſiderable Service. A ſtrait uncharitable Diſpo- 
ſition is of ſo malignant an influence, that where 


it prevails, no good can be done, no Government 


can be ſtable, no Perſon ſecure; to what a dange- 
rous and laborious Life doth a mercenary ſelf-ſcek- 


ing Love expoſe Men; for as far as Men do mind 


and ſeek themſelves only, ſo far they diſſolve So- 
ciety; for that the Soul which animates Society, is 
the great and generous Spirit of Charity, that inter- 


rupts no Man's Peace, that aſſaults no innocent Man's 


Perſon, that invades no Man's Property, that grinds 


no poor Man's Face, that takes no Ewe Lamb out 


of his Boſom, that doth ſubmit its private Conve- 
niencies to the Publick Neceſſities, and that does all 


the good it can, as our preſent Archbilhop of Can- 


terbury ſpeaks very well in his Sermon of Self-Love, 
before the Co MONS: All the miſchiefs that are 
done, proceed from ill Natures, and Men of narrow 
Spirits; from ſelfiſhneſs it comes that in the King- 
doms of the Earth there are ſometimes Markets for 
Juſtice ; That they intrude into Offices, which they 
have more Ability to pay for, than to Execute; That 
they affect the Honour and Profit of Publick Places, 


but ſtun the Duty of them: A Prattice juſt contrary 


to what Nature and Religion do recommend to us, 
which is not mercenary and ſelf-ſeeking, but inclineth 
us to do good to others, tho thereby we reap no ad- 
vantage to our ſelves, Generous Free-Spirited Men 
have always been Renowned, and highly Valued, 
and have been conſiderable Benefactors to their 
my: Couatry. 
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Country. We read of Paulus Emilius, that when 
he had obtain'd a Victory over Perſeus King of 
Macedonia, he got all the Wealth of that Country into 
his Power, which amounted to an infinite Value, 
ſo that he brought ſuch a Summ into the Publick 
Treaſury, . as that the Booty which that General 
got, ſuperſeded the neceſſity of all Taxes for the 
future ; and yet he brought ro his own. Houſe but 
the memory of his Name for ſo generous an Action. 
There is no Vice more deteitable than Avarice. 

' eſpecially in Great Men, and in ſuch who bear 
Sway in the Government of a State; nay it is not 
only deteſtable and mean in a Man to make a 
Prey of the Commonwealth, but very impious and 

abominable. That Oracle of the Pythian Apollo, 
That nothing but Avarice ſbould be the Ruine of 
Sparta, doth not ſeem defignd for the Lacedemo- 
nians only, but for every Wealthy and Flouriſhing 
Nation. a | | 
hut to make an end of this Head, Perſons in 
ö Place and Authority, if Good and Vertuous, can- 
lot dut propagate and recommend the ſame practice 
to all about them; ctheir- good Examples cannot 
fail of having a mighty influence upon all their Ac- 
quaintance; they muſt be the Promoters and Ab- 
betters of Vertue and Goodneſs, for they have not 
the Temptations that Inferiors have, to comply 
with Sin out of fear, out of complaiſance, or any 
other bad ſiniſter Deſign, they being to lead, and 
give Laws, but not to follow. They being the 
firſt Leaders in Action, ſhould by their Innocence 
|  _  qualifie themſelves to reprove others with freer 
ets boldneſs 
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boldneſs and courage, they in particular were en- 
dow'd with all advantages to countenance and en- 
courage, and by all means to promote goodneſs in 
the World, and brow-beat all Viciouſneſs, leſt it 
grow too impudent and imperious. Such Men, 
laſtly are reſponſible for the good or bad influence 
their Actions or Examples have; ſo that at the laſt 
accompt, moſt Actions of Men will lie at their 
doors, and they ſhall be either highly Rewarded 
for the Vertues and good Works, or ſeverely Pu- 
niſhed for the Vices and. Sins of thoſe about 
them. | | 
I have now gone thro' the two ways of doing 
good, which I at firſt propoſed ; I come now ts 
the Conſequence of doing good, for 4 Man to rejoyce, 
For I kzow, &c. | 1 
By Rejoycing here, we mean a conſtant habit 
of Joy and Cheerfulneſs, _ always contented, 
and well pleaſed, always free from thoſe anxieties 
and uncomfortable reflections which render the Life 
of Man miſerable, and uneaſie; Vertue and In- 
nocence, a behaving- our felves ſo in the World, 
that our Conſciences ſhall not reproach us. It is 
in vain to think of any true Joy or Peace without 
doing good ; How pleaſant and comfortable is it to 
us while we live, that ſenſible impreſſion of delight 
which accompanies the Duty at preſent, is propor- 
tionable to the n=ceffity and ſtrict injunttion laid 
upon us to perform it; there is a {weet complacency 
in doing good, and being kind to thoſe that want, 
for if even the bare wiſhes and deſires of doing 
good, when out of our power, afford the — 
wiſher 
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wiſher ſome degree of peace and content, and 


we can ſatisfie our ſelves with the fincericy of our 
deſigns and purpoſes, then certainly when we can 


_ _ bring thoſe wiſhes and deſires to good effect, there 


cannot but be a ſpring of joy and pleaſure arifing 


in the Soul, ſuch an overflowing. of the Spirits as 


is not to be expreſs'd in terms or words, and 


no one can fully underſtand it, but they that 


have been raviſhed with it. It is hardly poſſible 


for Fleſh and Blood not to reflect Honour, not to 
take Pleaſure to himſelf upon the review and re- 
membrance of ſuch Actions, for they do unavoid- 


ably reſult from the recollection of Acts of kind- 
neſs and beneticence, the paſſions and extaſies of 
Joy themſelves may abate and languiſh by degrees, 
but the delights of doing good purſue a Man as 


long as the remembrance of them laſts, while we 


treaſure and heap up thoſe things with which we 


ſhould do good, They are nothing, a meer Lump 


and Maſs, good for nothing, affording neither re- 


lief to the one, and conſequently no comfort to the 
owner. But when we diſperſe them abroad, as 
oOccaſion and opportunity requires, they work Mi- 
racles; 4 Cup ef Cold water, and a morſel of bread 
do many times refreſh the hungry and thirſty, 
and a ſeaſonable Alms revives and puts new Spi- 
ris into him who was even ſinking” into tlie 
ground for want: And no leſs refreſned and re- 
vived are the Donors themſelves, when they ſee 


the good effects of their Benevolence; when the - 


good Man ſtrengthens and ſupports the weak 
hands and feeble knees of thoſe who could neither 
wi oF MOVE: 
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move nor ſtir; with what pride and gayety of 


heart doth the very ſight of it ſeize him. Our 
Saviour we may obſerve throughout the Goſpel, 


went about doing good, he coveted to ſpend his 


beams, rejoyced to ſpread his healing wings over 
every place he came to. And what delight do 
we find -when we imitate him ? What inward 
peace and ſerenity of Mind doth it raiſe, when 
Love fills the heart, and ſtretches out the hand, 


when we carry about us the Mercies of the Lord, 


are ſent from the Mercy Seat with Comfort and 
Relief to them that want both. How are we our 
ſelves filled with joy and gladneſs, having had 
the honour and privilege of being in God's ſtead 
to our Brother at time of need ; neither is this 
joy and ſatisfaction peculiar only to Charity and 
Relieving the Poor and Needy, but to all other 
actions and deſigns of doing good, upon what 


account ſoever, eſpecially to thoſe which are done 


joy that they were called unto it. It tells you 


for the Publick, for the Honour and proſperity of 


Church and State. Hiſtory abounds with the 
Names of Men renowned for the good Services 


they have done the Publick, and accounted it all 


how | zealous and forward they have been in 
the defence of their Native Country, how they 
have pawned and loſt their Eſtates and Fortunes, 
ſuffer'd Impriſonments, and not only ventur'd but 


Sacrificed their Lives, and their Services they ac- 


counted their Rewards, having ſuffer d the loſs of 
all things under the moſt exquiſite and lingring 


a 


Tormeats that the Senſes of Men were capable of 
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feeling. Regulus thought himſelf more happy in 
the midſt of his Torments, than his Perſecutors 
were or could be in the heighth of their Mirth, and 
ollity; becauſe in his Suffering, he thought himſelf 
Ser viceable to Rome, the place of his Nativity.” 
It is a Favour that God gives us opportunities as 
well as Abilities of doing good, and he bath allow'd - 
us to reap the Profit and Pleaſure which redound 
from ſuch good AQions...as long as we live; he ſel- 
dom fails in this World amply. to repay what good 
we do by out ward Bleſſings in the ordinary diſpen- 
ations of his Providence either one way or other, or 
it may be to our Children after us; but to them that 
do evil, tribulation and anguiſh ; there is no peace, faith 
en, 
But it ends not here, this World laſts but a while, 
and we have Souls that muſt live for ever. If there- 
fore Men have any kindneſs for them, if they mean 
"=p not to undo them to all Eternity, it is abſolutely ne- 
„ ceeſſary that they ſhould do good; let us then be all 
perſwaded to labour and ſtudy to do good; let us 
be daily giving evidences to the Publick of our good 
diſpoſitions towards it. I fay daily let us be doing 
good, let not that be the firſt, to which there muſt 
de Witneſles, Hands and Seals, I mean our laſt 
Wills and Teſtaments. The Wiſe Man in the Text 
tells us, that if there be any good to be reaped from 
theſe Earthly good things, we muſt do good with © 
; | them in our Lives; not to put it off till we are 
dead. As a Man by delaying his Repentance, and 
1 making his peace with God, robs himſelf of that 
comfort and complacency he might have reaped 
7 i from it, had he begun ſooner; ſo for a Man to live 
e R 5 idely, 
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| THely, 55 unprofitably, doing good neither to him: 


ſclf, nor to others while he lives, is/a'deluſion, a 


cheating himſelf of that real delight and pleaſure he 2 


might have had, had he done it ſooner. And laſtly, 
the reflections of a Man's uprightneſs, and a Publick 

Spirit in the faithful diſcharge of his reſpective Pla- 
ces, Will comfort and ſtand by him at the hour of 


g death, and will appear and Plead for him at God's | 


Tribunal, where he ſhall receive that happy Enge, 
Well done thou good and faithful Servant, enter thou 
into the Joy of thy Lord. Which that we may all 
receive, God of bis Infinite Mercy une ho Jus 
Chriſt | his fake ; . 
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To 8 WY P's F 1 PRA ab Holy Ces, | 
Three Perſons, but One God, be all Honour 

and Glory, Might, M. jeſty, and Dominion, 

nom, benceforth, and for eee Amen. 1 
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